
ALL ABOUT ANGELS

Study Number 1                                                                                      (Not entirely original with me)

Introduction:  Angels have been mentioned for centuries and even in modern times have had movies and television 
programs made about them.  Angels have been mentioned in the Bible countless times and are an important part of 
the Jewish religion.  They helped give the Commandments and the Law at Mt. Sinai and throughout the history of 
Israel they appeared (Abraham, Daniel, others).   They also have a lot to do with the Christian faith as they are
referred to as "ministering spirits."  Are angels still active in today's time?  According to the Bible, there are some 
bad angels of which Lucifer (Satan) is listed as the chief "fallen" angel.  

I.  TITLES AND NAMES ASSOCIATED WITH ANGELS

1. The Word -  "Angel"
- The basic Hebrew word means a "messenger."

- Can be a human messenger.
- Was applied to Haggai, a prophet.
- Can be applied to a priest.
- Was applied to John the Baptist and to Jesus in prophecy.
- Malachi's name comes from the same word as "messenger."

- Can be a divine messenger.
- Heavenly (supernatural) beings sent as messengers to people.
- "Agents" who carry out the will of God.

- The basic Greek word also means "messenger."
- It is used many times in the New Testament referring to heavenly messengers.
- Just a few times in the New Testament referring to human beings.

2.  Other "titles" applied to "angels."
- Sons of God - by virtue of His creating them.
- Holy Ones - belonging to God, being set apart for His purposes.
- Watcher/watchers - keeping a watch on God's creation.
- Host - the armies of heaven, including angels.
- Archangel, title given to Michael (a chief angel).
- Prince, chief princes, great prince - titles used in the book of Daniel.
- Paul used various titles refering to angels:

- Principalities
- Powers
- Thrones
- Dominions
- Powers
 (Sometimes these titles referred to angels, sometimes to types of forces.)      

II.  WHAT ANGELS ARE LIKE

1.  The nature and attributes of angels:
- They are spirit beings:

- Called "spirits" in that they dop not have fleshly bodies.
- However they have at times appeared in the form of human beings.

- They do not function as human beings - marriage, etc.



- They are not subject to dying (death).
- They are created beings:

- Being a part of the creation, they are to praise God.
- They were created by Jesus Christ along with all the rest of the creation.

- They are innumerable:
- They are called an innumerable company.
- John suggests that their number is countless.

- They are of a higher order than mankind.
- Man was created lower than the angels.
- Angels are not capable of death.
- Angels have greater wideom than man, though still limited.
- Angels have greater power than man, yet it is limited.

- They always appear to people as men.
- They never appear as women, chilren, little babies and are always clothed.
- They have no wings, other than Cherubim and Seraphim.
- They have been thought to be men as they appeared as men not as angels.

2.  How angels are classified:
- There is the "archangel", the great "prince."

- Michael is called the archangel.
- Michael is called the great prince who watched over Israel.
- Michael is mentioned in Revelation (12:7)
- Some believe that Michael was the pre-incarnate Christ.

- There are the "chief princes."
- Michael was one.
- Gabriel is included by some.

- The angel sent to explain Daniel's visions.
- The angel who made announcements to Zacharias and to Mary.

- There are the "princes."
- The angels mentioned in the book of Daniel.
- The angels wo appear to be evil angelic forces.

- There is the "Angel of the Lord."
- An angel who seems to speak as the Lord, Himself.

- Causing some to wonder if this was the pre-incarnate Christ.
- There is the "Cherubim."

- Thought by some to be an order or class of angels, although some believe them to be a
higher class of heavenly beings than the angels.

- Whose purpose was to be "proclaimers and protectors of God's glorious presence, of His
sovereignty and Holiness."

- Described in the Bible as:
- Those who stood guard at the Garden of Eden.
- Their golden figures covered the Mercy Seat above the ark in the tabernacle.
- Their designs were on the walls and veils of the tabernacle and in the Temple.
- They brought the glory of God in Ezekiel's visioin.

- Their description fits those of the four living creatures in Revelation more so than angels.
- There is the "Seraphim."

- Six winged creatures attending the Lord in Isaiah's vision.
- The name means "burning one" and considered by some to be a higher class than angels.
- Their work was to "praise and proclaim the perfect holiness of God."



- There is "Satan" and his angels.
- Satan is thought to be the "fallen angel."

- It is thought he is "Lucifer," the name applied to the king of Babylon.
- It is also thought that he was among the highest of God's creation, a cherub whose

fall and judgment is applied figuratively to the king of Tyre.
- Satan has his angels for whom condemnation awaits.

CONCLUSION:

1.  The Bible has much to say about angels and history proves that it is very easy to speculate about them.

2.  Angels are real beings and are indeed messengers of God.

3.  Christians are to join the angels in worshipping the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ through their own faith
and obedience.

4.  "...For to which of the angels did He ever say:  "You are My Son, Today I have begotten you?"  And
again:  "I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son?"  But when He again brings
the firstborn into the world, He says:  "Let all the angels of God worship Him..."  Hebrews 1:5-6
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